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( } ' BERLIN = It would seom .
hard cnough o get a laugh’
out of Karl Macx, especially |

it

T S St AT T 2

.+ in East Berlin, where the rul- . e
~ " .4n  Communist party has— 0
-« tended to treat its ideological .;L"""
. forchear as an unyielding Sl
- Germanic god. g T o 4/;‘ %.'f'::;.j"
g I *But Glnther® Rilcker, a W S }-.’,":‘ T A T
So:. young East German. play- -, -!,yﬂnn’gf’;
'+ -wright has. His vchicle Is ﬁ/ D
: o “Der Herr Schmidt,” a sative P /,/»""3/
on the first poltical trial of « (R VR
Communists, which took placa .. I

in Colozne in 1852 on the
*orders of King Friedrich Wil
{helm IV of Prussia, .
' The play has been pack- |
‘. ling-in audionces  at  the
-+ |Deutsches Theater since its.
preciere early in February.
i Mr. Riicker subtitled his
Ipicce, “A German Spectacle
| With Police and Music,” and,
indced, the fumbling of Prus-
» . sian police spics and theie -
" agent-provocateurs—a Ger-
man version of the Keystone ..
‘Kops—provide some of the .-
play's funniest scenes. Their " |
*  antics are underlined by an .
v ‘oompah-oompah score com- .
- posed by Siegfried Matthus.*"
A satirical drawing of Marx .

i gs a kind of Sun King ac-. ,
‘companies tha program. s Sketch accompanying prog
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vam of “Der Herr. Schmidt.” ' Fro

though never seen nor . Josef Strauss, West German Defense Minister, ‘Iarl Marx is depicted as sun. Line beiow

. ‘piece, '
7. heard on stage, Marx was &t proup.says, “Sticher’s Pack, Down to the Pres in East Berlin,
“"“.. that time a political exile i rMyseum,” Interrogated on taii: i AT
LR . . L AR b Y Vi ooy v

- lLandonﬂg,m or less documen- f\_Awhether he has learned about ¥

.. ltary fashion, Mr. Rucker re- Uany - revolutionary  plots,.]
T lcounts how the infantile Prus- L Hirsch says that Marx is a7
+" \sian monarch - conspires {9 . “German philosopher who
- brand Marx a wicked rcvo)q- “will never make, professor,
L tionary Jand get him ‘a‘“} Nsiand {t that isn't enough to -
'z' ?‘%‘;‘odngguces extradited T¥OM: grjve a German intellectual
S Fricdrich “Wilhelm “selects | 0 *ﬂw barvicades, nothing "
¥ _,\ a sycophantic civil s(,,‘.\,a,..t.',wlll. But he has no plot to ’

L o Sticber, 1o carry out. Feport, and not even the “se-

@ % pig plan. sticber had gained cret protocol of the Marx:
* This attention by hciping to, party” discloses anything in-.
/. {put down the revolt of Silee | criminating.- )
"~ sian weavers a few years bes | Disappointed, Stieher takes ',
_ ifore, during which he “inter- his team of conspirators back: -

. " ‘1 to Berlin and then turns up./
;rogated two front teeth” oub g pyric with a new scheme.,

tof a striker. .. . Recasting the forger Hirsch.

.+ Sticber Dbegins  iis -antis 4 as Cherval (both names mean-}
~“Marx operation with a’pree7istag), he arrests him as aj

. * pasterous collection of agents, Marxist plotter and drags him
.., tincluding an amnestied mas ‘ito Cologne for trial to turn:
“ter forger named Hirsch. . “state's evidence.” - !

‘| They travel to London to spy Mr, Riicker's play is based
Vi e | g, Bl g 21 %
e . e .‘ b 1
S ‘gtncbcr posing under the un-\ concerning  the Comimunist °
-+ | likely alias Hert Schmidt. i Trial at Cologne.” ' '
«Never Make Professor* ! But unlike his mentor, Mr. "
*"Riicker aims for the laughs, i

The fun-poking Marx be-; and on the way he takes dar-

./ ' gins in London after I-’hrschv.mg digs at Walter Ulbricht's -
penetrates the Cormunist in=. German, Democratic Republic: «
‘ner clrcle. He reports to the current Socialist Renlst °
Sticber that Marx has "a. manla for painting portraits, «

boil” on his bolﬁﬂpﬂmﬁmlﬁém%gi%wﬂmq -

sitting too long In the British ;.b}'lcht,'; native Saxonys, e
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